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NEWS RELEASE 
from: Secretary of State March Fong Eu-
925 L Street, Suite 605, Sacramento, CA 95814 · 
(916) 445-6371 
THE 1975-76 RECORD OF SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH FONG EU 
The first two years of Secretary of State March Fong Eu's 
administration have seen a nwnber of accomplishments and presented 
a number of issues that required quick thinking, legal opinions, 
and, quite often, a large measure of tact. 
There were some. exciting times too -- Mrs. Eu was acting Governor 
for the day on July 14, 1976, when Gov. Brown, Lt. Gov. Dyrnally, 
Senate President Pro Tempore Mills, and Assembly Speaker Mc earthy 
were all out of the state. Mrs. Eu also traveled with President-
Elect Carter when he campaigned in California the week-end before 
the November election. Actors Warren Beatty and James Whitmore, 
and Poet Rod Mc Kuen joined the secretary of state for various 
voter registration and Get Out The Vote campaign drives during 1976. 
In the area of legislative successes, Mrs. Eu can boast her 
campaign pledge to implement voter registration by mail became a 
reality when it was passed into law in 1975. On July 1, 1976, 
postal registration took effect in California, thereby removing 
the obstacles which traditionally have reduced a person's incentive 
to register and vote. Admittedly, some administrative problems 
came up, as they always do with any new program, but Mrs. Eu has 
repeatedly stressed the fact that registration is supposed to be 
convenient for the citizen, not necessarily for the administrator 
of the program. An indication of the success of postal registration 
was the increase in the nwnber of registered voters of 1.2 million 
between the primary and general elections in 1976. 
Allegations of fraudulent registrations under this new system 
surfaced, but after an investigation by the secretary of state's 
staff in San Diego, these charges proved to be unfounded. Ironically, 
similar charges arose late in 1975 in San Francisco under the old 
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Legislation from 1975 also made the s ecretary of state the 
state's chief electi ons officer, responsible for overseeing elections 
and ensuring the uniform enforcement and administration of election 
laws. 
As is traditionally the case during an election year, Mrs. Eu 
found herself the target of numerous lawsuits dealing with the 
administration and interpretation of election and constitutional 
law. Candidates sought to have their ballot designations changed, 
persons tried to qualify for the ballot, groups sought to put 
measures on the ballot that had not met the legal deadlines, 
political parties attempted to gain ballot status, and independent 
candidates tried to legalize their candidacies via the courtroom, 
to name just a few of the hundreds of cases brought during election 
year '76. 
While still on the election subject, another issue which 
generated a large amount of interest and controversy was the 
implementation of the federal Voting Ri ghts Act extensions of 
1975, requiring 39 California counties to provide bilingual or 
trilingual elections materials. The costs involved and the issue 
of English being our national language caused many Californians 
grave concern, but a workable solution was devised by Mrs. Eu 
to comply with th~ law and still not overburden the state budget 
as it relates to the state ballot pamphlet. Mrs. Eu's office 
also dealt with all 58 counties in the state to ensure that, in 
precincts were 3% or more of the population was comprised of a 
particular minority language group, registrars of voters and 
precinct workers were available and working who spoke that 
applicable language. 
The secretary of state's legal staff was kept extremely busy, 
for besides responding to the majority of the lawsuits, they also 
prepared a number of legal opinions on subjects ranging from the 
voting rights of felons and ex-felons to residence requirements 
for candidates. 
Despite the fact that by nature 1975-76 issues mainly revolved 
around elections, Secretary of State Eu had her hands full with a 
(more) 
....... .. ~ 
EU -- p.3 
. . : ... 
. ' •.. :·:<;!~ . 
number of other responsibilities. She is responsible for granting 
commissions to the state's notaries public, and found a number 
of such notaries abusing their privileges. She initiated a number 
of investigations of notary activities, and participated in many 
local probes as well. She sponsored clean-up legislation on the 
subject, but the bill was defeated. Another attempt is in the 
drafting stage. 
The secretary of state's corporations division is one of the 
larger and more active offices in terms of workforce and economic 
indicators. Besides filing articles of incorporation and the like, 
many other issues come under this office's purview. Dance studio 
bonds, travel promoter bonds, and invention developer bonds must 
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be filed and recorded here. In January of 1977, a major legislative 
package will take effect which substantially alters the incorporation 
procedure for a company, and requires new information to be on file 
with this office. We expect the staff to be quite busy explaining 
these technical changes next year. 
Agriculture has always been a favorite subject of Secretary of 
State March Fong Eu, and she has remained in demand for speech-
making and legislative support in this area. As California's 
Chief of Protocol, Mrs. Eu has become extremely involved with 
attempts to export the state's agricultural products abroad instead 
of seeing many of our foods actually rot on the trees and vines 
because there is no market for them. 
Although not of statewide impact, Mrs. Eu has continued her 
interest and desire to bring the citizens into our capitol and 
give them a chance to meet their leaders and learn about their 
government. The State Archives, one division of Secretary Eu's 
office, has an on-going exhibit hall program to feature var~ous 
segments of the Golden State's past. She also has sponsored a 
number of art shows in her executive office to give persons a 
social opportunity to visit the office, as well as provide some 
exposure for various legitimate artists. 
As the state's top-ranking female elected official, Mrs. Eu 
has been called upon repeatedly for her views on the women's 
movement, and the role of women in society in general. Mrs. Eu 
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is not an extremist, and prefers to address the subject as an 
example of what hard work and determination can do to elevate a 
woman to a position of importance. She vigorously supports women's 
causes and the Equal Rights Amendment, campaigned for a number of 
women candidates for the Assembly and Senate in 1976, and has a 
strong and positive upward mobility and affirmative action program 
within her office. 
### 
Note: These comments are presented as a brief overview of Mrs. 
Eu's accomplishments as Secretary of State. The issues 
are only to stimulate further questions during interview 
situations, and are not meant to imply they are the only 
significant issues of concern to the Secretary of State. 
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